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sPhysician Blame? i|§ 
Cancer On Smoking ;* 

i i. First Medical Witness In Cigaret Trial i ;p 
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1 Proof Cigarets Caused 
ILumf Cancer ‘Difficult* 

Chest Expert Testifies That Smoking 
^Is Largest Single Factor in Disease ; 

‘J By ALBERT W. BLOOM > ; f 

■L*-, Pwt-Cw«» ®*« Writer ^ i '" 

and lung cancer vied fc 
here yesterday. .; ;, 

rd H. Overholt, chest surg 
Thoracic Clinic, Boston 

ry tests trying to prove that amok 
are dif- ^ written that “the cause 
•':V at cancer 1* unknown." Also, 
that “smokers, 
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hard time gett 
smoke like a r 
®iy * Jury of seven 
j&. five men. « 

^ Blames Tobacco Smoke 

“There Is no question that 
,v. Inhalation of tobacco smoke is 
ft ,the largest single factor in the 
if causation of this type of lung 
£ cancer,** he asserted. i t • - 

ii fb■&■:'■ Dr. Overholt, an urbane and 
Iftf'r Imperturbable Bostonian with 
an evident missionary zeal to 
curb rising lung cancer rates, 
ran head on into the cross- 
• *i -ilfi examination by Defense At- 

torney Frederick P. Haas. 
But not until the doctor 
j , scored point after point In the 

^ ' It entered its third 


the tobacco 
and afl -of us want 

_ormation that will 

undoubtedly come with 


Interests, 



l the tobacco industry, its ad¬ 
vertising, its “indoctrination” 
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$ *■(!(''ot youngsters, and its plugs 

i0T more d S arrt -smoking “so 
more people can get sick,” be- 
f i <s^r >? fi fore the Judge John L* Miller 
i "&l £\i I <* stopped him. >•: '->* ; . 

f - v^r. Th a t part of his testimony 

j was ordered stricken from the 

yru* &4:- Jy y — 




court record by Judge Miller 
after Mr. Haas Jumped to his 


->j <: feet to object Judge Miller ad* than that” 


s j “I revised my estimate. 
f *hot back Dr* Overholt *1 
hope I have matured as I 
grew olden I believe I am 
more convinced of this (heavy 
cigaret smoking! as a causal 
relationship between smoking 
and lung cancer*” .v *■ 

“Overwhelming circumstan¬ 
tial evidence must be accepted, 
and I accept it” said Dr. Over¬ 
holt, who earlier said he him- 
•elf smoked until the 1940’s. 

The progression of epider¬ 
moid, squamous cell type, lung 
cancer goes this way under 
long term exposure to a can- 
cer-causing agent, he ex 

contin- 
change 
takes 
(at 
blown 1 

“clinical case” of cancer, cap¬ 
able of spreading and killing 
the patient then follows. - 

Saya Work Exposure Mild 

Dr. Overholt insisted that in i 
Mr. Prichard's case, his car¬ 
penters occupation back 
ground and work in metal 
firms could only be assigned' 
about “10 per cent” of the 
blime for his'cancer, “no more 


f it-'* vised Dr. Overholt to answer 

,* /Vjfts -.iT Attorney Haas’ questions only, 
i 5 ‘‘‘without making a speech.” 
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Promises to Obey 
Dr. Over holt i still the tall, 
coo! and imperturable Boston¬ 
ian. took a drink of water, 
promised to obey. 

A professor of thoracic 
(chesO surgery at Tufts Col 
lege of Medicine. Dr. Overholt 
testified in the case of Otto E. 
Pritchard against the Liggett 
A Myers tobacco company. 

Mr. Pritchard! is suing the 
tobacco firm foe $li25b,(MX». 
claiming long years of heavy 
smoking, mainly Chesterfield 
cigarets. caused his lung can¬ 
cer. The lower sect lb ns of his 
right: lung were surgically re¬ 
moved at Presbyterian Hosp 
til here December 11, 19.53.. 

But Mr. Hass brought out 
that in 1956. Dr. Overholt 
K : -t <IMft -ft 
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Earlier, Dr. Victor Katmitz, 
an01 her chest surgeon, but 
from Buffalo, declared that “I 
have rufver been able to relate 
any man's lung career to his 
occupation.” 

He, too, testified that he 
came here at his own expense, 
to underscore the dangers of 
heavy smoking and lung can¬ 
cer. 

“The more publicity that 
this is. given before the en¬ 
tire population the better, and 
then perhaps these tragedies 
can be averted in the future.” 

Dr. William F. Kremer, now 
medical director of the Den¬ 
ver Chemical Corporation, 
Hinsdale, N. Y , and the man 
who diagnosed the Pritchard 
case here in 1953. blamed it on 
His ”heavy smoking.” The case 
resumes at 10 a. m. today In 
Federal Court. 
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^ In Word Duel With Defense Attorney ; 

The first physician to testify in Federal Court’s 
jrecedented cancer trial blamed the plaintiff’s for- 
p lung tumor on “heavy smoking over many 




Dr. William F. 
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Mr. 

mean! 


iing,'* insisted Dr. 

s asked him If he 
1 y that only cigarets 
y trigger lung can - 

rases I've seen.” re- 

r attorney noted 
ttiidies show ncm- 
also contract the 

ler refused Id agree, 
s may have been in¬ 
prior surveys In the 


lung without a “considerable 
history of smoking." ; 

This, he aald. Is the type 
suffered by Otto E. Pritch- 
ard, 61* before his right lung 
• was removed In November, 

195S. Mr. Pritchard Is suing 
■ Liggett A Myers Tobacco 
Co. for J 1^50.000, contend¬ 
ing he smoked Chesterflelds 
for 32 years. . in 

Dr. Kremer* who first exam¬ 
ined the Brookline carpenter 
•for cancer symptoms, engaged 
In several peppery exchanges 
with Defense Attorney Fred¬ 
erick Haas on cross-examina¬ 
tions. Mr: Haas challenged the 
physician's statements, and his 
status as a cancer expert, in a 
series of questions covering a 
multitude of research reports. 

Vu • Doctor Challenged 
. At one point. Attorney Haas 
Inquired: 

“Do you mean to say epi¬ 
dermoid cancer of the lung 
cannot occur without cigaret 

Sn ni iin K^mer reDiied' “You serves as merncai director lor 
! place onmT[hc7ud^nenTof ^ P*nverChemical Corp. of 
GodJ Nobody can state what N. Y. As such, he 

can or what cannot occur. We »«- was obligated to keep 


can actual 
cer. 

'“In the 
plied the d 

But th 
that all 

smokers 
disease. 

Dr. Krei 
He said th 
dicalbd by 

early fifties, out he d UKe to re¬ 
view current studies on this 
matter. 

“But I thought you said you 
were familiar with those stu-* 
dies,” Mr. Haas protested. 

“I’m familiar with the issue 
at stake here today,” snapped 
the witness. 

*No Expert—Doctor 

He was later asked: “Do you 
regard yourself as an expert 
on cancer causation?” 

“No,” he answered. He 
said he derived his opinion in 
the Pritchard case from his in¬ 
formation -as the attending 
physician. 

He said he is a specialist in' 
internal medicine, and now 
serves as medical director for 


only state what is our expe¬ 
rience." . 

The witness was asked If 
be would concede that the 
basic mechanism whereby 
lung cancer appears In hu¬ 
mans is unknown. 

“I'd go farther than that ” 
he said, "No mechanism in 
life is known," 

However, he refused to ac¬ 
knowledge that there are 
"multiple causes” for cancer 
Insisting: 

“I think there are many pi e* 
disposing factors." 

Many Factors 

By this, : he indicated, he 
meant that age. sex. occupa¬ 
tion. urban or rural residence 
—all may predispose a person 
to cancer, but he doesn’t con¬ 
sider them (he direct cause. 

Attorney Haas had quizzed 
him on 1 numerous reports In¬ 
dicating a variety.of materials, 
and circumstances, can pro¬ 
duce cancer. 


pace with cancer literature in 
a search for new drugs. 

Dn Kremer said he had'ob¬ 
served 15 or 20 lung cancel- 
cases, confirmed by patholo¬ 
gists, and may have seen “over 
100” that weren't positively 
identified. 

He said he received his de¬ 
gree from the University oC 
Amsterdam in The Nether¬ 
lands, and also was trained 
here at Veterans Administra¬ 
tion Hospital in Aspimvall. 

He said Mr. Prichard, of 1833 
Pioneer Ave. first reported to 
him on i Nov. 7; 1953, complain¬ 
ing of chest pains and : cough- 
ihg. At first, he explained, doc¬ 
tors thought he had another 
blood clot in the lung. He Had 
a dot the year before while 
recovering from a fractured 
hip suffered in a scaffold; fall. 

He was questioned by Attor¬ 
ney James P. McArdle on 
direct examination. Mr. McAr- 
die said Dr. Kremer may be 
the first physician to testify 


‘But all cases have one thing under oath in the world con- 
In common . .. *nd that is dg- troversy over cancer agents. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ktbmOOOO 
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